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PREFATORY  NOTE. 

Two  years  ago  a  pair  of  robins  nested  and  reared  their  young 
on  the  sill  of  a  window  in  the  John  Dove  schoolhouse,  within 
reach  of  the  hands  of  the  children.  Every  year  woodpeckers  make 
their  home  in  the  old  maple  on  the  play  ground,  and  many  birds 
find  a-  favorite  feeding  place  on  the  lawn.  The  birds  are  fond  of 
Andover  and  our  town  furnishes  exceptional  opportunities  for  bird 
study.  Few  towns  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  afford  a  larger  num- 
ber and  variety. 

As  an  aid  to  bird  study  in  our  public  schools  this  manual  has 
been  published  by  the  School  Department.  The  notes  and  tables 
have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  Howard  I.  Ford,  from  his  private 
note-book.  Mr.  Ford  has  added  a  short  bibliography  of  popular 
bird-books  and  now  generously  permits  the  publication  of  the 
whole  for  use  by  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  Andover  schools.  The 
chief  aim  of  the  manual  is  to  give  information  of  local  value  which 
cannot  be  found  in  other  hand-books.  It  will  prove  a  helpful 
supplement  to  any  of  the  books  mentioned  on  page  16. 

It  is  hoped  that  through  this  little  book  our  school  children 
will  acquire  a  more  intelligent  and  humane  interest  in  birds,  and  a 
better  appreciation  of  their  value  to  man  ;  and  it  is  hoped  also 
that  many  a  child  will  catch  some  of  the  zeal  and  experience  some 
of  the  pleasure  that  prompted  and  attended  the  preparation  of 
this  excellent  little  manual,  The  Birds  of  Andover. 

G.  E.  JOHNSON. 
Andover,  Mass.,  May,   1900. 


PRELIMINARY  NOTES  TO  TABLES. 

(i)  Hawks,  owls,  game  birds,  and  aquatic  birds  are  not  in- 
cluded. 

(2)  No  species  have  been  included  that  have  not  been  seen 
in  Andover  by  the  compiler  ;  consequently  the  lists  are  incomplete. 
Some  omissions  and  inaccuracies  may  be  ascribed  to  the  fact  that 
the  records  are  based  on  less  than  three  years  of  observation,  and 
that  this  observation  has  been  confined,  for  the  most  part,  to  the 
south-eastern  part  of  the  town. 

(3)  In  the  table  of  Spring  Migrants  are  given  birds  that 
arrive  here  in  the  spring  from  the  south  and  remain  until  fall,  and 
also  birds  that  pass  through  here  in  the  spring  on  the  way  to 
their  northern  homes,  appearing  again  in  the  fall  on  their  way 
southward  ;  the  column  headed  "  Summer  Residents  "  will  show  at  a 
glance  to  which  group  each  species  belongs.  Permanent  Residents 
are  birds  that  are  found  here  at  all  seasons.  Winter  Visitors 
come  from  the  north  in  the  fall  and  spend  the  winter,  leaving  for 
the  north  in  March  and  April. 

(4)  All  species  —  whether  summer  residents,  winter  visitors, 
or  transients  —  are  most  abundant  during  the  migration  period. 
This  fact  is  not  indicated  in  the  "  numbers  "  column,  except  in  a 
few  cases  where  this  disparity  is  unusually  noticeable  ;  e.  g\,  hermit 
thrush. 

(5)  In  the  migration  table,  certain  dates  that,  owing  to  de- 
layed observation,  were  probably  only  approximate,  are  inclosed 
in  brackets. 

(6)  The  '98  and  '99  records  of  the  "  arrivals "  frequently 
show  a  difference  of  two,  or  even  of  three  weeks.  This  is  ex- 
plained by  the  following  summary  of  the  weather  conditions  : 


i8q8,  March  1-2S,  fair  and  warm ;  season  unusually  forward  ; 
migrations  hastened  in  consequence.  March  28  to  April  5,  un- 
seasonably cold  ;  rain  and  northeast  storms  frequent  ;  migrations 
retarded. 

i8gg,  March  j —  March  28,  cold  winter  weather  with  snow. 
March  28  —  April  12,  fair  but  unseasonably  cold.  Early  migra- 
tions much  retarded.  April  12  —  May  1,  fair  and  unseasonably 
warm.      (Two  thunder  storms).     Migrations  hastened. 

The  record  for  1900  closes  May  2.  March  1  —  April  14,  fair, 
bright  days,  and  freedom  from  snow  and  severe  storms  gave 
promise  of  an  early  migration  ;  but  these  favorable  conditions  were 
counteracted  by  strong  north  winds  and  low  temperature.  April 
15-21  brought  light  south  winds  and  a  rapid  rise  in  temperature, 
some  effect  of  which  on  the  migrations  is  evident  in  the  record  ; 
the  flight  was  not  an  abundant,  one,  however.  April  22-28,  east" 
erly  storms,  high  winds,  and  low  temperature  checked  migration 
almost  completely.  In  consequence  of  this  retardation,  a  rapid 
and  abundant  flight  may  be  expected  during  the  first  days  of  May. 

ABBREVIATIONS. 

C.  — Common. 

V.  C.  —  Very  Common. 

L.  C. — Locally  common  ;  i.  e.,  common  in  certain  districts, 
not  found  in  others. 

0.  —  Does  not  breed  here  ;  seen  only  as  migrant. 

R.  —  Rare. 

V.  R.  —  Very  rare. 

Irreg.  —  Of  irregular  occurrence  ;  often  not  seen  for  several 
years. 


TABLE  OF  SPRING  MIGRANTS. 


NAME 


NUMBER 


SPRING  MIGRATION 


Date  of  first  arrival 


Migrants 

Summer 
Residents 

L.  C. 

1 898 
3-8 

in 
1 899 

1900 

»  H 

Bluebird 

See  note  4. 
page.  6 

3-10 

3-1 

Song  Sparrow 

V.  c. 
V.  c. 

3~If 
3-12 

cl 

3-20 

3-4 

Robin 

0 

3-22 

3-: 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

V.  c. 

3"11 

N 

3-22 

4- 

Grackle 

C. 

K  (?) 

3~l3 

0 

03 

2 

[3-26] 

f  -< 

Rusty  Blackbird 

C. 

u 

u 

05 
> 

[3-26] 

3"'9 

Flicker 

V.  c. 

5- 

Meadow  Lark 

C. 

R  (?) 

3-28 

bfj 

c 

[3-26] 

•+-« 

Fox  Sparrow 
Purple  Finch 

V.  c. 

0 

c. 

3-12 

3"24 

c 

X 

4- 11 

Cowbird 

R. 

4-8 

< 

Phoebe 

V.  c. 

4-6 
4-1 1 

[4-5] 

4— ' 

Vesper  Sparrow 

V.  c. 

4-' 5 

Field  Sparrow 

V.  c. 

4-19 

4-19 

4-22 

Swamp  Sparrow 

R.(orL.C. 

Chipping  Sparrow 

V.C. 

4-17 

4-19 
4-19 

4-' 7 

HLr 

Cedar-bird 

c. 

4-26 

Mourning  Dove 

V.  R. 

4-21 

Myrtle  Warbler 

V.  c. 

0 
V.  R. 

4-19 
4-19 

4-27 
4-14 

4-7 

Hermit  Thrush 

c. 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

c. 

0 

4-19 

4-19 

4-2  r 

»+-: 

Tree  Swallow 

V.  c. 

L.  C. 

4-24 

4-i  1 

*1 

J 

f 


TABLE  OF  SPRING  MIGRANTS. 


NOTES 


,  -jtf 


1902 


Common  in  old  orchards  of  North  Andover,  Scotland  Dis- 
trict,  West    1'arish.      Unusually   abundant   on    Andover 
3  —  /t>     -J        -C  Hill  this  (1900)  season 

5  ~IQ  3     ii 

3  ""Z/X,     -3  '  /-2x   A  few  probably  winter. 

3  -ar  3-zi 

O  _  1 3     Frequently  V.  C.  as  migrant,  in  large  flocks. 

Usually  arrives  same  date  as  Grackle. 
W~~ JL^  Probabl)  a  few  winter. 


Irregular  in  date  of  migration.    A  few  winter  in  Southern  Mass. 
Arrives  about  April  1. 


5    m 


t+  —14 


Pomp's  Pond 


-7    I4  -|3     H-|^ 


'7 


-it 


Probably  arrives  earlier.     A  few  winter  in  Southern  Mass. 

Breeds  in  vicinity  of  Martin's  Pond. 

Usually  found  with  other  early  migrants  among  the  bayberry 
or  myrtle  bushes.  These  grow  abundantly  in  pastures 
near  Prospect  Hill  and  westward  to  Scotland  District. 

Breeds  in  vicinity  of  Foster's  Pond. 


m      a        u       _  -  Breeds  in    apple   trees   in    Scotland    District.     First   arrivals 
<LJ    H      2/A~,        usually  seen  in  bayberry  pastures. 


TABLE  OK   SPRING  MIGRANTS. 


NAME 


V.  c. 


Pine  Warbler 

Yellow- Palm  Warbler 

Barn  Swallow 

Chimney  Swift 

Least  Flycatcher 

Purple  Martin 

Black  and  White  Warbler 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

Brown  Thrasher 

W  hite-throated  Sparrow 

Oven-bird 

Baltimore  ( )riole 

Solitary  Vireo  C. 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

Bobolink 

Red  Start 

Wilson's  Thrush 

Whip-poor  will 

Nighthawk 

Hummingbird 

Catbird 

Che  wink 


NUMBER 


Migrants 


Summer 
Residents 


SPRING   MIGRATION 

J  >ate  of  first  arrival 

in 

1S98  1899  1900 


C.(orL.C)    4-17       4-16       4-17 


0 
V.  C. 
V.  c. 
V.  c. 

(?) 

V.  c. 
V.  c. 
V.  c. 

0 

v.  c. 
V.  c. 

K. 

0 


4-f9       4-'9  4-2i 

5-4        4-24  4-^5 

5-5        4~«9  5"1 

5-5^^4-24  5-2 


)<f00 


4-2  r 

5-5 
5-7 
5-4 


4-29       4-17 
4-26       4-29 


2>~- 

5-4 

5-2 


5-10 

5-10  5-4 

5-7  5-3 

5-8  5-3 

V.  C.  5-7 

V.  C.        5-i  [  5-1 


V.  C. 


5-'°      5-2 


C.  5-21       5-8 
R.(orL.C)  5-8 

C. 

V.  C.  5-12       5-8 

V.  C.  5-10     [5-16] 


5-1 


5"1 


4~- 


$  1 

5-1  \ 


5-10 

5-tZ 
5" -I 


5-Jr 


TABLE  OF  SPRING  MIGRANTS. 


NOTES 


T£3 


21  J 


Abundant  in  pitch-pines,  southward  of  Pomp's  Pond  and  in 
^"HZr  [Mr.  Carter's  grove. 


Ms 

4 


17 

-10 


^^■/.Sl^Sfc-      , 


$V\*iT» 


probably  a  few  breed  here,  though  I  have  no  record 


H. 


0 

5" 
5"- 


9 
9 

»3 


H-3* 

5-t 


Usually  breeds  near  "Missionary  Lane. 


5    fo 


Arrives  about  May  15. 


TABLE  OF  SPRING  MIGRANTS. 


NAME 

NUMBER 

SPRING  MIGRATION 

F 

as 

Migrants 

Summer 

Residents 

I  >ate 
.898 

of  first  a 
in 
■  899 

rrival 

1900 

; 

Wood  Thrush 

c. 

5-12 

t5-' 5] 

Yellow  throated  Vireo 

L.  C. 

5-7 

5-6 

5-H 

z 

Warbling  Vireo 

L.  C. 

5-" 

5-6 

5-):»- 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

V.  C. 

5-13 

5-9 

Yellow  Warbler 

V.  c. 

5-10 

5-6 

5-q 

Wood  Pewee 

c. 

5"-'1 

5-'J 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

c. 

5-'3 

5-7 

5-n 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

R. 

o 

5-3 

5-13 

Kingbird 

v.  c. 

5-.  1 

5-" 

y-r 

Nashville  Warbler 

L.  C. 

[5-27] 

5-4 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

V.  C. 

5-13 

5-6 

s-y 

Maryland  Yellow-throat 

V.  c. 

5-12 

5-8 

5-32 

Cuckoo 

c. 

5-18 

5-, 6 

Great-crested  Flycatcher 

V.  R. 

Scarlet  Tan  age  r 

c. 

5-18 

5-10 

5-\? 

H 

Indigo-bird 

L.  C. 

5-2 » 

5"'9 

Magnolia  Warbler 

R. 

0 

5-22 

5*11 

Golden- winged  Warbler 

C. 

K. 

5-' 2 

5~" 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

R. 
C. 

0 
V.  R. 

5-22 

5-2  r 

5-.  8 

5H  Y 

*H1 

Canadian  Warbler 

5"' 9 

Olive-backed   Thrush 

C.  (or  R  ) 

0 

5-2i 

^ 

Parula  Warbler 

C. 

V.  R. 

[5-30 

5 -to 

1 

-^Oa^A    p>CfU>U 

C 

a 

TABLE  OF  SPRING  MIGRANTS. 


i3 


f03 


1 90 1         1902 


NOTES 


Andover  Hill.     Elm  trees. 
Andover  Hill.     Elm  trees. 

S-\% 

5-5" 

' 

5-\S 

S-\i 

Always  builds  in  birches  near  foot  of  Phillips  Stree  . 

s-q 

S-lo 

5-V 

5.:X 

59 

Arrives  about  May  20. 

i 

%rll 

5    H 

S=\k 

Always  breeds  in  "  Missionary  Lane." 

Vicinity  of  "  Den  Rock." 

Swamps  near  Prospect  Hill  and  Martin's  Pond. 

i 

Breeds  in  swamp  near  Martin's  Pond  where  "  Spanish  moss  " 

[is  found. 

i 

s-l 

k 

1 

14 


TABLE  OF   PERMANENT  RESIDENTS. 


NAME 


NUMBER 

in 
Winter  Summer 


Downy  Woodpecker 

Bluejay 

Crow 

Goldfinch 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

Chickadee 


V.  C. 
V.  C. 

C. 

C. 

C. 
V.  C. 


V.  c. 

V.  c. 

v.  c. 

c. 

R. 
V.  C. 


TABLE  OF  WINTER  VISITORS. 


NAME 


NUMBER 


NOTES 


Redpoll 

Irreg. 

American  Crossbill 

Irreg. 

White-winged  Crossbill 

Irreg. 

Pine  Grosbeak 

Irreg. 

Tree  Sparrow 

C. 

Tunco 

J 

C. 

Shrike 

R. 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

C. 

Brown  Creeper 

c. 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

Irreg. 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

R.  (?) 

Pine  Finch 

Irreg. 

C  y  c  v\  v  -vx  ^    C- 

Common  in  winter  of  '99-1900. 
Rare  in  winter  of  '99-1900. 
Very  Common  in  winter  of  '99-1900. 
Common  in  winter  of  '99-1900. 


W^7 


1  oL 


Very  common  '99-1900. 


Only  record  is  in  migration  period,  5-1 9/99.    Sw-nv^  < 
Frequently  winter  in  Mass.  however. 

Common,  '99-1900. 


a  ^d 


A.CTU- r 


J       ,-M? 


k  £  c  f  \  q 


BOOKS  OF  REFERENCE. 

Frank  M.  Chapman's  Handbook  of  Birds  of  Eastern  North 
America,  published  by  D.  Appleton  &  Co.  Cloth,  $3.00.  For  an 
earnest  amateur,  this  is  emphatically  the  best  book.  It  contains 
numerous  keys  for  identification,  complete  and  well-arranged  data 
on  distribution,  nests,  eggs,  etc.,  and  is  adapted  for  use  in  any 
locality  in  Eastern  North  America. 

*Bird  Life,  by  the  same  author  and  publisher.  Cloth,  $1.75, 
A  more  elementary  and  popular  treatise  than  the  above  ;  especially 
valuable  for  its  illustrations  by  Ernest  Seton  Thompson  and  for 
its  preliminary  chapters  on  migration,  economic  ornithology,  etc. 

*  H.  D.  Minot's  Land  and  Game  Birds  of  New  England, 
edited  by  William  Brewster,  published  by  Houghton  Mifflin  &  Co. 
Price,  $3.50.  Valuable  for  Mr.  Brewster's  foot-notes  concerning 
the  distribution  of  each  species  in  New  England. 

Florence  A.  Merriam's  Birds  of  Village  and  Field.  Houghton, 
Mifflin  &  Co.  Price,  $2.00.  One  of  the  most  readable  of  the 
popular  handbooks ;  also  has  excellent  keys  and  valuable  sugges- 
tions for  bird-study.  For  beginners,  this,  and  Chapman's  Bird  Life 
are  perhaps  the  most  satisfactory. 

*  J.  B.  Grant's  Our  Common  Birds.  Handy  for  use  in  the 
field  ;  but  adapted  for  New  York  rather  than  Massachusetts. 

Mabel  Osgood  Wright's  Citizen  Bird.  Designed  especially 
for  children  ;  the  best  of  its  kind.     MacMillan.     $1.50  7iet. 

Bird  Craft,  by  the  same  author  and  publisher.  Has  numerous 
colored  plates,  not  always  satisfactory  however.     $2.50. 

*Neltje  Blanchan's  Bird  Neighbors.  Has  full-page  colored 
plates,  some  of  which  are  good,  others  very  unsatisfactory. 
Doubleday  and  McClure,  $2.00. 

H.  E.  Parkhurst's  How  to  Name  the  Birds.  Adapted  for  New 
York. 

*  W.  A.  Stearns's  New  England  Bird  Life. 

Note  —  Most  of  these  books  can  be  obtained  by  teachers  at  a  discount  of  from  20  to  30 
per  cent,  from  their  published  prices. 

*  In  Andover  Public  Library. 


TABLE  SHOWING  BREEDING  HABITS  OF  OUR  COMMON  BIRDS. 


Bluebird  

Robin 

Wilson's  Thrush 
Wood  Thrush  .  . 

Brown  Thrasher 

Catbird 


Chickadee  .  .  .  . 

Vireos   

Cedarbird  .  .  .  . 

Swallows  j  *£ 

Purple  Martin 

Tanager 

Grosbeak 


Orioles  .  . 
Bobolink . 
Kingbird 


Phoebe  , 
Cuckoo,  B.  B. 
Chipp'g  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow  . 


2-3 
2-3 
1-? 
2-? 

1-2 

2-? 

2 
1 

1 


1 
1 

1 

1 
1    (2?) 


Begins  to  nest. 


Earjy  May 
May  ... 
Late  May 
Late  May 

May  early 

May  early 

May  early 
May  early 
June-Oct. 


Late  May 


Mid-May 
J  vine  I.  . 
May  early 

May  early 

Mid-May 

Mid-May 

May  1  .  . 


Crotch  of  tree 


In  sapling  .  .  . 

Low  Thick 
bushes  or  on 
ground  .... 


rhicket  or 
dense  tree  , 


Hollow  trees, 

birch  stubs  . 
Pensile  in  fork 

of  branch  .  . 
Fruit  and 

shade  trees .  . 
On  rafters,  etc 

ledges,  eaves. 
I  Holes  in  trees 
I  bird  houses 
Bird  houses 

clear  ol  trees 


Bushes  or  trees 

Pendent  from 

branches. 
On  ground,  in 

grass   


Trees  

On  beams  or 
ledges 

Low  trees  or 
vine-covered 
bushes  .... 


4-10 
5-15 


0-5 

3-30 

4-20 
15-70 
3-25 


3-20 
5-20 

8-50 

4-40 
6-20 
4-10 
5-20 


Crass 

Rootlets,  grass,  mud.. 

Strips  of  bark,  root- 
lets, leaves  . .        .  . 

Rootlets,  mud,  fine 
grass    

Twigs,  rootlets 


Moss,  grass,  feathers, 

plant  down    ... 
Bark    fibers,    paper, 

plant  down       ... 
Twigs,  bark,  grasses, 
leaves,  moss,  rootlets 
Mud,  twigs,  grass, 

feathers 

Mud,  Twigs,  grass 

feathers 


Straws,  twigs   .... 

Twigs,  weed  stems, 

tendrils        

Fine  twigs,  rootlets. 


Gras      : 

[Weeds,    grass,  moss, 
plant  down,  rootlets 


Moss,  mud,  hairs 


On   gr'nd,  rai-e 
ly  on  bushes. 


Sticks,  gr; 


Twigs,  grass 
lets,  hairs 


(trasses,  dead  leaves, 
bark 


4-6 
3-5 
3-5 
3-5 

3-6 

3-5 

6-8 
3-4 
3-5 
4-6 
4-7 
4-5 
3-4 
4-5 

4-6 
4-7 
3-5 


3-5 
4-6 

4-6 


Color,  etc. 


Pale  blue 

Greenish  blue 

Greenish  Blue 

Greenish  blue 
Greyish  white,  finely 

speckled  with 

cinnamon 


Dark  greenish  blue 

White,  spotted  and 

speckled  with  br'n. 
White,  black  spots  on 

larger  end 
Pale  bluish  green, 

spotted  with  dark 
White,  spotted  with 

brownish 

White 

White 

Pale  bluish  or  green- 
ish white,  brownish 
markings 

Pale  blue  with  brown 
markings 

White,  with  dark 

scrawls  and  blotches 

Greyish  white,  with 
brownish  spots  and 
blotches 

White,  spotted  with 
umber 

White,  rarely  spotted 
with  brown 

Pale  bluish  green 

Bluish,  brownish 
markings 

White,  or  bluish 
white,  covered  with 
brownish  markings 


Note  :— The  greater  part  of  this  table  is  reprinted  from  Dr  Hodge's  Our  Common  Birds,  (vid  P.  17).    Some  addit- 
ions and  emendations  have  been  made,  adapting  it  to  local  conditions. 
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The  following  are  not  designed  as  handbooks  or  manuals  ; 
but  they  are  interesting  and  helpful,  and  in  most  cases  possess 
much  literary  merit : 

Olive  Thorne  Miller's  *  Bird-Ways,  *  In  Nesting  Time,  *  Little 
Brothers  of  the  Air.  Published  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. 
Price,  $1.25. 

Florence  A.  Merriam's  Birds  Through  an  Opera  Glass.  Pub- 
lished by  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.     Price,  75  cents. 

Bradford  Torrey's  *  Birds  in  a  Bush,  The  Foot-Path  Way. 
PublishedjDy  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.     Price,  $2.00. 

James  Russell  Lowell's  *  My  Study  Window,  *  My  Garden  Ac- 
quaintance.    Published  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.     Price,  $2.00. 

John  Burrough's  *  Wake  Robin,  Fresh  Fields,  Birds  and  Poets, 
Winter  Sunshine,  Signs  and  Seasons,  Locusts  and  Wild  Honey, 
Pepacton,  Riverby.  Published  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. 
Price,  $1.25. 

Frank  Bolles'  Land  of  the  Lingering  Snow.  Price,  $1.25. 
Helpful  in  the  study  of  winter  birds  of  Boston  and  vicinity. 

*  Wilson  Flagg's  Birds  and  Seasons. 

*  J.  H.  Langille's  Our  Birds. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Hodge's  Nature  Study  Leaflet,  Our  Common  Birds. 
Published  by  O.  B.  Wood,  Worcester,  Mass.  Price,  10  cents. 
Contains  a  valuable  food  chart. 


FAVORITE  LOCALITIES    FOR  ANDOVER  BIRDS. 

The  bird  student  should  select  his  locality  for  observation 
according  to  the  season  of  the  year,  the  weather,  and  the  species 
that  he  wishes  to  find.  In  winter,  when  our  bird  population  is  at 
its  minimum,  this  choice  of  territory  is  especially  important.  One 
helpful  rule  is, —  Follow  the  chickadees.  During  the  cold  weather, 
birds  are  unusually  gregarious,  and  they  seem  to  enjoy  especially 
the  companionship  of  the  sociable  chickadee.  The  observer  who 
patiently  follows  a  flock  of  the  latter  will  often  be  rewarded  by 
seeing  creepers,  nuthatches  and  kinglets.  On  cold,  windy  days,  a 
favorable  place  for  all  these  species  is  the  sheltered,  sunny,  border 
of  a  pine  grove.  The  south  side  of  the  grove  near  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Johnson's  is  a  good  example  of  such  a  location.  For  the  seed- 
eating  birds  of  our  winter  residents  —  tree  sparrows,  goldfinches, 
redpolls,  etc. —  it  is  best  to  seek  weedy  fields  and  bushy  pastures, 
where  weed-seed,  birch  catkins  and  bayberries  can  be  found. 
From  the  foot  of  Phillips  St.,  southward  along  the  Shawsheen 
River  to  Pomp's  Pond  is  one  of  the  best  localities  of  this  kind. 
See  also  the  note  on  myrtle  warblers  in  the  table. 

In  early  spring,  as  soon  as  the  surface  of  the  ground  begins 
to  soften,  many  birds  are  fond  of  woods  and  thickets  that  are 
adjacent  to  old  corn  fields  or  to  ploughed  land  of  any  kind. 
Owing  to  these  and  other  attractions,  the  territory  lying  in  the 
angle  between  Porter  St.  and  South  Main  St.  (opposite  to  Prof. 
Forbes's)  is  a  favorable  one.  Here,  on  bright  March  days,  the 
thickets  often  seem  to  be  alive  with  birds, —  winter  visitors  and 
early  migrants. 

During  the  April  and  early  May  migration,  before  the  trees 
are  in  foliage,  old  orchards,  and  swampy  thickets  or  light-growth 
woods  near  a  pond  or  stream,  are  good  places  for  observation. 
All  these  conditions  are  furnished  by  the  territory  along  Highland 
Road,  south-east  of  the  grounds  of  the  Andover  Golf  Club. 
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Throughout  the  summer  months,  the  observer  will  choose  his 
territory  with  reference  to  the  species  that  he  wishes  to  find. 
General  directions  on  this  subject  may  be  found  in  almost  any  of 
the  manuals  mentioned  in  the  bibliography.  Of  course  the  more 
varied  the  character  of  the  country,  the  greater  the  variety  of 
species  likely  to  be  found  there.  Woodland  that  borders  on  a 
stream  or  pond  and  is  also  near  fields  and  meadows,  will  usually 
have  a  large  and  varied  bird  population.  Some  of  the  best  terri- 
tory in  Andover  is  found  along  the  Shawsheen  River. 
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